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Manuel Ferrara entered the adult industry in 1997 after 
winning a French casting call competition. He works in both 
European and American pornography. Originally Ferrara 
was a protégé of Rocco Siffredi and he made his American 
acting debut in John Stagliano’s Fashionistas. The prolific 
actor has been described as being ‘super well-endowed’ and 
has had an enviable and award-winning career. In 2003 he 
expanded his work to include directing duties for a variety of 
adult companies, and he’s been directing films for Evil Angel 
Productions since 2006. In addition to directing more than a 
dozen successful series for Evil Angel Productions, Ferrara 
was recently honored by becoming only the second actor to 
win AVN’s Male Performer of the Year award three times. 
We’d like to thank Manuel and Evil Angel for their assistance 
in making this interview possible.

UC: How did you first get involved in the adult business?

MF: I was a porn fan, and I saw an ad in a French magazine 
called ConneXion. It was a casting call for male performers. 
It’s a bit of a funny story. About 50 guys showed up and we 
were interviewed one at a time by a team of two girls. We 
were told that they would pick the top five guys. I was one of 
the five. The thing we didn’t realize at the time is that once 
they picked the finalists, we had to shoot the scene right on 
the spot!

UC: What misconceptions do people typically have about 
you and/or your work?

MF: People are surprised to learn that I’m shy with women I 
don’t know. In a club, they need to approach me because I 
won’t make the first approach. 

UC: What do you most enjoy about directing?

MF: Nothing! (Laughs.) Seriously, the best part for me about 
directing is that I can pick who I work with. I get to enjoy 
steamy sex with women I want instead of having to work with 
someone else’s choice for me. 

UC: Do you enjoy specializing in one genre or do you prefer 
variety in the types of films you work on?

MF: I love variety. Sometimes I’m in the mood for a horror 
film and sometimes a comedy. It’s the same with porn. 
Sometimes I could jack off to a good intro that leads to the 
sex, or sometimes I want to go straight to the action. The 
Fucked on Sight series is for people in the mood for a POV 
blowjob movie and Raw (Manuel’s recent series, now at 
volume three) is for a more intimate, non-porn feeling that’s 
about how it is off the set. People like variety whether they’re 
the audience or in my case, the director. 

UC: What are the key factors in making an adult film 
successful?

Award-Winning Actor & Director

MANUEL FERRARA

Photos: Evil Angel

UC

MF: In the restaurant business they 
say the three things are “location, 
location, location.” In adult movies it’s 
“casting, casting, casting.”

UC: What differentiates your product 
from others in the marketplace that are 
similar in nature?

MF: The difference is me. I have my 
own way of performing. It’s about the 
connection I have with the girl that 
makes it special between us. 

UC: How do you feel about films with 
more “gonzo” than storyline? Do you 
feel that adult films need to have more 
of a plot than they typically have?

MF: Gonzo is what I like. Sometimes 
a feature is good too, but only if the 
story is there to support the sex, not 
the other way around. Personally, I 
hate parodies. I think they’re ruining the 
business for the sake of a quick buck. 
The sex is secondary…and that’s not 
good.

UC: If you had no limitations on 
budget, location, cast, etc, describe 
your “dream film.”

MF: As a director, my dream film is me 
not directing it or at least not having 
all the stress that goes with that. As a 
performer, my dream film is me having 
sex with the stars I never had a chance 
to work with. It would be the women 

from when I was a fan -- Draghixa 
Laurent and Julia Chanel (French 
stars), Tiffany Million, Zara White, and 
Kobe Thai.

UC: Do you think it’s important for 
actors to wear condoms in adult films?

MF: My first three years in the business 
I worked only with a condom. The very 
first time in my life I had sex without a 
condom was on a Rocco Siffredi set. 
This was the first time in my entire 
life, not just on film. I’m part of that 
generation. Our videos are created 
by professionals under controlled 
circumstances that the viewers don’t 
see. Adult movies are a fantasy, not an 
example of real life behavior. 

UC: Do you try to convey a message to 
your audience through your films?

MF: No, there’s no message at all. It’s 
not what I want to do.

UC: Other than obvious technological 
advances, do you think today’s 
porn differs much from the porn of 
yesteryear?

MF: Definitely. We’ve gone from 
porno theaters to the Internet. Things 
changed. This guy named John 
Stagliano started gonzo. (Stagliano’s 
Evil Angel distributes Ferrara’s DVDs.) 
The sex has changed. It’s stronger 
and more athletic. There was good 

sex in movies before and in the newer 
movies there’s sometimes sex that’s 
aggressive for the sake of being hard 
without the real intensity which isn’t 
good either. The porn from yesterday 
compared to today isn’t necessarily 
better or worse, it’s just different. 

UC: What direction do you think the 
industry will take in the next five years? 
Do you foresee any major changes?

MF: The changes are happening 
right now. The Internet did change 
everything.

UC: What projects do you have in the 
works at this time?

MF: Slutty & Sluttier 11 hits the streets 
March 12th, and right now I’m shooting 
Evil Anal 11 and Phat Bottom Girls 3.

UC: You’ve won many awards. Any 
comment about that? (As previously 
mentioned, Manuel just won Male 
Performer of the Year at the 2010 AVN 
Awards for the third time.)

MF: I’m honored, but it isn’t what 
motivates me at all. I want to make the 
hottest adult videos that people enjoy 
and use to get off. That’s the award I’m 
after. Always.
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(Pacific Sun)
Harry Louis

Kock Krazy
(Big City Video)
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(Falcon)
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(Pacific Sun)

Gay porn’s first double 
feature!

Stag Reel
(Raging Stallion)
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Auditions #32:
International Auditions
(Lucas Entertinament)
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Muscle Resort #5
(Magnus)
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Upgrade Two
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