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Photos: Combat Zone

When Combat Zone owner Dion Giarusso spoke to 
AVN in early 2006, he wasn’t sure what the fate of his 

new project would be. Four years later, it is perfectly clear 
that Giarusso’s studio has become a leader in hardcore 
gonzo.

Before his career in the adult industry began, Dion 
Giarusso worked in the nightclub business.  He says that 
this experience helped to teach him about people’s desires 
when it came to pleasure.  In 1997, when Jake Malone 
introduced Giarusso to Patrick Collins, Collins offered 
Giarusso a job at Elegant Angel.  Giarusso was the general 
manager at Elegant Angel until he and brother David 
Joseph began Red Light district.  Now leading his own 
studio, Giarusso oversees all operations at Combat Zone.

Combat Zone is known for their wide array of “all natural 
newbies” and, of course, energetic hardcore sex. 
Giarusso’s philosophy is simple: Keep the faces fresh, the 
sex hot, and above all make your consumers happy. This 
consumer-driven approach affects every area of Combat 
Zone. From hand-picking directors for their talent to the 
ongoing commitment to keeping costs low and quality high, 
Giarusso knows how to make movies that people want to 
watch and to buy.

When asked how retailers can respond to competition with 
the internet, it is this commitment to value that Giarusso 
advises retailers take up. “Buy the best product at the best 
price and pass the savings on to the end user…. never 
take the end user for granted.” Given that Giarusso started 
a studio at the start of a huge economic recession and 
made it thrive, his is advice that’s well worth taking.

Within the industry, Dion Giarusso also maintains a 
commitment to his colleagues.  Through his anti-piracy 
efforts and donations to the defense funds of those being 
unjustly prosecuted, Giarusso shares the responsibility 
for keeping the industry afloat.  In fact, when asked what 
career accomplishment he’s most proud of, Giarusso didn’t 
name an award, or other recognition (though his company 
has had plenty); he said simply “I am most proud that I am 
able to still provide jobs in this troubled market.”

In the industry’s future, Dion Giarusso sees companies 
going further to protect their content.  He also shared 
that in a perfect future, he’d love to see “less product 
out there.  More quality, than quantity.” On the horizon 
for Combat Zone, Giarusso’s plans are to broaden the 
company’s influence with an expansion into other corners 
of the industry. “We are going to branch out into lingerie 
and novelties,” he shares.  It’s a path many studios have 
already taken to increase revenues.  But if Combat Zone’s 
successes so far are any indication, Giarusso and his team 
will bring new life and fresh ideas to the venture.

Dion Giarusso: Making Gonzo Gold

UC

Ivy Winters makes her debut in Combat Zone’s 
Huge Cock Junkies #2.

UC

Juan Cuba doesn’t see himself as 
your typical porn director. “I came 

from a very poor family…  My parents 
were immigrants.  I never would have 
thought that this would have been the 
career for me… It’s a dream.”   And 
Cuba will be the first to point out that 
his journey into the adult industry 
wasn’t a typical one. “I had no clue, 
no connections, [and] no friends in the 
industry.”  What he did have was his 
gregarious nature and a long history 
as a devoted fan.  As we talked, Cuba 
described his unlikely transformation 
from cubicle-dweller to porn director.  

Before his career in the industry 
began, Juan Cuba worked at a call 
center. “I was in a fucking cubicle and 
going insane,” he tells me mid-day, 
from the parking lot of a coffee shop.  
After work, Cuba was renting porn 
several times a week.  He continues to 
describe himself as an “avid, avid fan” 
today.  He says he’s in the industry 
because he loves women. “I love 
everything about them,” he tells me.

It was while looking through an LA 
Weekly that a new world opened up 
to Cuba.  A long time porn fan, he 
saw an advertisement for Erotica LA 
and decided to go.  “I was there with 
my little 35mm camera and my little 
bag… standing in line like every other 
schmuck... It was like Disneyland for 
me.”  His industry career was about to 
begin but he didn’t know it.  Meeting 
one star set him on a path to a new 
life.

Cuba describes seeing Brandon Iron 
across an aisle and going to talk to 
him.  “At first, he sort of tried to blow 
me off.”  But Cuba, never at a loss 
for words, continued to schmooze, 
explaining to Iron what a big fan 
he was.  “I started talking about my 
favorite scenes, and girls he’d been 
with, and where they’d taken place; 
he was like ‘Wow, you really are a 
fan.’” Iron, a fan-turned-pro himself, 
eventually invited Cuba to hang out.

Hanging out with Brandon Iron, Cuba 
met Michael Stefano, who offered 
him a PA job.  After a year working 
together, Michael Stefano bought 

Cuba his very first camera.  For 
another year, Cuba shot behind-
the-scenes footage for Stefano.  All 
the while, Cuba was itching to start 
making movies himself.  “I felt ‘I know 
I can do this.  I know I can.’” 

So Cuba asked his friend, performer 
Missy Monroe, to shoot a short reality 
POV video with him.  “I didn’t have a 
lot of money,” Cuba said, “but I knew 
I could make something really good.” 
He showed the footage to Stefano 
and Manuel Ferrara, who Cuba refers 
to as his mentors.  They agreed 
that Cuba had produced something 
worthwhile, but there were no jobs 
open at Red Light District, where 
Cuba had worked with Stefano. So 
Cuba shopped his footage around and 
eventually found a home at Elegant 
Angel.

“[Patrick Collins] loved it,” Cuba tells 
me.  “He gave me my first [directing] 
job.”  Cuba directed six titles for 
Elegant Angel before moving to 
Hustler.  Soon, a spot at Red Light 
District opened, and Cuba returned 
to the company where it all began for 
him.  He’s been there ever since.

Since those early days in his career, 
Juan Cuba has made quite a name 
for himself.  His work has been 
recognized with a number of award 
nominations, but the industry really 
began to take notice of Cuba when, 
in 2008, he won Urban Spice (now 
Urban X) awards for Red Light 
Disctrict/Candy Shop’s Alone in the 
Dark 6 and Best Director (Gonzo).
Still, Cuba says that the moment when 
he really knew he’d made it was when 
a band mate (yep, he’s in a band 
too) was looking through a Hustler 
magazine, stopped on the centerfold, 
and Cuba could say “Hey, I know that 
girl.”

Cuba speaks of his job in the industry 
with a gratefulness and reverence it’s 
unusual to encounter in any career.  
“Porn has helped me travel—to see 
the world,” he says.  In addition to 
repeated mentions of how lucky he 
is to be doing a job he loves, Cuba 
also credits his career with improving 

his state of mind. “Because of porn, I 
live a healthier lifestyle.  I used to feel 
guilty [for watching porn], and think 
I was a bad human being.  I think 
people would be more at ease if they 
would allow themselves to be sexual.”

When referring to his directorial style, 
Juan Cuba cites one of his heroes. 
“Like John Stagliano says, I shoot 
movies that turn me on.”  Cuba’s 
other industry influences include 
Belladonna, Jules Jordan, Joey 
Silvera, and Erik Everhard.  So what 
distinguishes him as a director? “One 
thing about me… girls love working for 
me.  I’m fun.  And I don’t tell people 
how to fuck.  The girls are the most 
important people on the set.  I treat 
them like that.”  The result of this 
somewhat laissez-faire style is movies 
in which the performers are clearly, 
genuinely enjoying themselves.

Asked about his feeling concerning 
gonzo versus more plot-driven porn, 
the gonzo director diplomatically said 
“There’s a little bit for everybody.  
Gonzo isn’t the only good porn.” Still, 
given free reign to make his dream 
movie, Cuba would put out “An all 
fuck movie. All my favorite performers, 
every scene being different…. I would 
like to make one movie that’s like ‘the 
best of sex.’  Everything.  No genre 
limitations.  Whatever seemed right in 
the moment.” 

Currently, Cuba is working on a 
number of projects for Red Light 
District, at least one video a month.
He also tells me that he’s always 
trying to “keep up.”  “These days 
you’ve got to think about content going 
on mobile devices and stuff—what it 
will look like on those tiny screens.”

Near the end of our interview, Cuba 
asked me to help him sound like “the 
Cuban George Clooney,” but I’m 
not sure he needed any help.  The 
handsome director’s friendly, outgoing 
nature and passion for his work 
show themselves clearly without any 
additional help from this interviewer.

Juan Cuba: From Cubicle-Dweller to Porno Director
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When Combat Zone owner Dion Giarusso spoke to 
AVN in early 2006, he wasn’t sure what the fate of his 

new project would be. Four years later, it is perfectly clear 
that Giarusso’s studio has become a leader in hardcore 
gonzo.

Before his career in the adult industry began, Dion 
Giarusso worked in the nightclub business.  He says that 
this experience helped to teach him about people’s desires 
when it came to pleasure.  In 1997, when Jake Malone 
introduced Giarusso to Patrick Collins, Collins offered 
Giarusso a job at Elegant Angel.  Giarusso was the general 
manager at Elegant Angel until he and brother David 
Joseph began Red Light district.  Now leading his own 
studio, Giarusso oversees all operations at Combat Zone.

Combat Zone is known for their wide array of “all natural 
newbies” and, of course, energetic hardcore sex. 
Giarusso’s philosophy is simple: Keep the faces fresh, the 
sex hot, and above all make your consumers happy. This 
consumer-driven approach affects every area of Combat 
Zone. From hand-picking directors for their talent to the 
ongoing commitment to keeping costs low and quality high, 
Giarusso knows how to make movies that people want to 
watch and to buy.

When asked how retailers can respond to competition with 
the internet, it is this commitment to value that Giarusso 
advises retailers take up. “Buy the best product at the best 
price and pass the savings on to the end user…. never 
take the end user for granted.” Given that Giarusso started 
a studio at the start of a huge economic recession and 
made it thrive, his is advice that’s well worth taking.

Within the industry, Dion Giarusso also maintains a 
commitment to his colleagues.  Through his anti-piracy 
efforts and donations to the defense funds of those being 
unjustly prosecuted, Giarusso shares the responsibility 
for keeping the industry afloat.  In fact, when asked what 
career accomplishment he’s most proud of, Giarusso didn’t 
name an award, or other recognition (though his company 
has had plenty); he said simply “I am most proud that I am 
able to still provide jobs in this troubled market.”

In the industry’s future, Dion Giarusso sees companies 
going further to protect their content.  He also shared 
that in a perfect future, he’d love to see “less product 
out there.  More quality, than quantity.” On the horizon 
for Combat Zone, Giarusso’s plans are to broaden the 
company’s influence with an expansion into other corners 
of the industry. “We are going to branch out into lingerie 
and novelties,” he shares.  It’s a path many studios have 
already taken to increase revenues.  But if Combat Zone’s 
successes so far are any indication, Giarusso and his team 
will bring new life and fresh ideas to the venture.

Dion Giarusso: Making Gonzo Gold
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UC

Juan Cuba doesn’t see himself as 
your typical porn director. “I came 

from a very poor family…  My parents 
were immigrants.  I never would have 
thought that this would have been the 
career for me… It’s a dream.”   And 
Cuba will be the first to point out that 
his journey into the adult industry 
wasn’t a typical one. “I had no clue, 
no connections, [and] no friends in the 
industry.”  What he did have was his 
gregarious nature and a long history 
as a devoted fan.  As we talked, Cuba 
described his unlikely transformation 
from cubicle-dweller to porn director.  

Before his career in the industry 
began, Juan Cuba worked at a call 
center. “I was in a fucking cubicle and 
going insane,” he tells me mid-day, 
from the parking lot of a coffee shop.  
After work, Cuba was renting porn 
several times a week.  He continues to 
describe himself as an “avid, avid fan” 
today.  He says he’s in the industry 
because he loves women. “I love 
everything about them,” he tells me.

It was while looking through an LA 
Weekly that a new world opened up 
to Cuba.  A long time porn fan, he 
saw an advertisement for Erotica LA 
and decided to go.  “I was there with 
my little 35mm camera and my little 
bag… standing in line like every other 
schmuck... It was like Disneyland for 
me.”  His industry career was about to 
begin but he didn’t know it.  Meeting 
one star set him on a path to a new 
life.

Cuba describes seeing Brandon Iron 
across an aisle and going to talk to 
him.  “At first, he sort of tried to blow 
me off.”  But Cuba, never at a loss 
for words, continued to schmooze, 
explaining to Iron what a big fan 
he was.  “I started talking about my 
favorite scenes, and girls he’d been 
with, and where they’d taken place; 
he was like ‘Wow, you really are a 
fan.’” Iron, a fan-turned-pro himself, 
eventually invited Cuba to hang out.

Hanging out with Brandon Iron, Cuba 
met Michael Stefano, who offered 
him a PA job.  After a year working 
together, Michael Stefano bought 

Cuba his very first camera.  For 
another year, Cuba shot behind-
the-scenes footage for Stefano.  All 
the while, Cuba was itching to start 
making movies himself.  “I felt ‘I know 
I can do this.  I know I can.’” 

So Cuba asked his friend, performer 
Missy Monroe, to shoot a short reality 
POV video with him.  “I didn’t have a 
lot of money,” Cuba said, “but I knew 
I could make something really good.” 
He showed the footage to Stefano 
and Manuel Ferrara, who Cuba refers 
to as his mentors.  They agreed 
that Cuba had produced something 
worthwhile, but there were no jobs 
open at Red Light District, where 
Cuba had worked with Stefano. So 
Cuba shopped his footage around and 
eventually found a home at Elegant 
Angel.

“[Patrick Collins] loved it,” Cuba tells 
me.  “He gave me my first [directing] 
job.”  Cuba directed six titles for 
Elegant Angel before moving to 
Hustler.  Soon, a spot at Red Light 
District opened, and Cuba returned 
to the company where it all began for 
him.  He’s been there ever since.

Since those early days in his career, 
Juan Cuba has made quite a name 
for himself.  His work has been 
recognized with a number of award 
nominations, but the industry really 
began to take notice of Cuba when, 
in 2008, he won Urban Spice (now 
Urban X) awards for Red Light 
Disctrict/Candy Shop’s Alone in the 
Dark 6 and Best Director (Gonzo).
Still, Cuba says that the moment when 
he really knew he’d made it was when 
a band mate (yep, he’s in a band 
too) was looking through a Hustler 
magazine, stopped on the centerfold, 
and Cuba could say “Hey, I know that 
girl.”

Cuba speaks of his job in the industry 
with a gratefulness and reverence it’s 
unusual to encounter in any career.  
“Porn has helped me travel—to see 
the world,” he says.  In addition to 
repeated mentions of how lucky he 
is to be doing a job he loves, Cuba 
also credits his career with improving 

his state of mind. “Because of porn, I 
live a healthier lifestyle.  I used to feel 
guilty [for watching porn], and think 
I was a bad human being.  I think 
people would be more at ease if they 
would allow themselves to be sexual.”

When referring to his directorial style, 
Juan Cuba cites one of his heroes. 
“Like John Stagliano says, I shoot 
movies that turn me on.”  Cuba’s 
other industry influences include 
Belladonna, Jules Jordan, Joey 
Silvera, and Erik Everhard.  So what 
distinguishes him as a director? “One 
thing about me… girls love working for 
me.  I’m fun.  And I don’t tell people 
how to fuck.  The girls are the most 
important people on the set.  I treat 
them like that.”  The result of this 
somewhat laissez-faire style is movies 
in which the performers are clearly, 
genuinely enjoying themselves.

Asked about his feeling concerning 
gonzo versus more plot-driven porn, 
the gonzo director diplomatically said 
“There’s a little bit for everybody.  
Gonzo isn’t the only good porn.” Still, 
given free reign to make his dream 
movie, Cuba would put out “An all 
fuck movie. All my favorite performers, 
every scene being different…. I would 
like to make one movie that’s like ‘the 
best of sex.’  Everything.  No genre 
limitations.  Whatever seemed right in 
the moment.” 

Currently, Cuba is working on a 
number of projects for Red Light 
District, at least one video a month.
He also tells me that he’s always 
trying to “keep up.”  “These days 
you’ve got to think about content going 
on mobile devices and stuff—what it 
will look like on those tiny screens.”

Near the end of our interview, Cuba 
asked me to help him sound like “the 
Cuban George Clooney,” but I’m 
not sure he needed any help.  The 
handsome director’s friendly, outgoing 
nature and passion for his work 
show themselves clearly without any 
additional help from this interviewer.

Juan Cuba: From Cubicle-Dweller to Porno Director
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Thrall
(Pacific Sun)
Ben Statham

White Hot
(Falcon)

John Magnum

Brent Corrigan’s Heat
(Dirty Bird Pictures)

Brent Corrigan

Black Sex God
(Citebur)
Jordan

Bareback Twink 
South Beach Edition

(Sparta)
Ethan James

Chris Banks:
Big Black & Beautiful

(Bacchus)
Chris Banks

Bear Plumbing Inc.
(Pantheon)

Ford Holland

Love Boat #1
(Gai Studios)
Johnny Lee

Black N’ Blew
(Big City Video)

Anoche
(Raging Stallion)

Alejandro Fernandez
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